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Headteacher's Message

Parents Evening

Parents Evening is tomorrow (Thursday 13th) for all classes. Access is
through the front of the school. A number of stands will be available in the
hall including: meet the Governors, mandarin, inclusion support and Children’s Centre. CGP books and reading books will be on sale (please bring change). As always there will be also be the opportunity to sample some of the dishes from our lunch
menu. We look forward to seeing you.
Lost Property

We have a large amount of lost property again that will be set out in the
hall during parents evening tomorrow. Please note all lost property not
claimed will be disposed of during half term.
Exercise Books
This year we trialled putting all subjects except English and maths in a single curriculum
book. As we are now half way through the year we held a survey with pupils & staff to see
if they felt this supported or hindered learning. It was felt quite strongly by all parties that
although it was useful to see how the subjects linked to each other it was often confusing
to find the last piece of work in a subject. Therefore from quarter 3 we will be reintroducing
subject specific exercise books. Thank you to everyone for their views.
Sue Ferguson
REMINDER: HALF TERM NEXT WEEK. WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU AGAIN ON 24/02/20

General Messages

Special Educational Needs Consultation
Newham is currently consulting on significant changes to how it funds support for children with
special educational needs in order to save approximately £8.2 million.
Details of consultation events are listed below and there is also an online survey that we would
strongly encourage all parents to respond to.

https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/ServiceChild/SEND-High-Needs-Funding.aspx
SEND HIGH NEEDS FUNDING CONSULTATIONS
24 FEB at 10.30am-12pm & 6.30pm-8pm @ Stratford Town Hall
25th FEB at 10.30am-12pm & 6.30pm-8pm @ East Ham Town Hall

Be informed and have your say.

STEM WEEK UPDATE
Last week was STEM week, this was a celebration and focus on
science, technology, engineering and maths in order to inspire
our children to be the inventors, designers & scientists of the
future. During the week in addition to assemblies exploring
different careers linked to STEM, children were involved in a
range of workshops, some of which are listed below.
Reception: Focused on using beebots to navigate a map & then constructed model boats to take them
to their destinations.
Year 1: Focused on designing a playground. The children learnt about design and worked
with their friends to design their dream playground. They then built their own miniatures of different
pieces of playground equipment.
Y EAR 2: Focused on maker challenges. The children were given materials and a design challenge
and then worked in small groups with a short time limit. Design challenges included straw towers, cork
rafts, cup towers and hexbug mazes.
Y EAR 3: Focused on inventing and making challenges. The children used the stages of the design
thinking process to design an invention for a specific user. They then took part in short maker challenges to learn about creating strong, sturdy structures.
YEAR 4:
YEAR 5: Focused on computer aided design (CAD). They learnt how to design an
object virtually and then used a 3D printer to create their finished article.
YEAR 6: Focused on coding using Crumble in order to design and parking sensor
systems.

Ms Woodward, Mr Hanif, Ms Mustafa
Governors Update

Message from the Chair of Governors

At the end of January, governors spent most of the day in school to get
more first hand experience of what the children experience at our school.
We started with a delicious lunch with the children and then went outside to see the
playground facilities being used during the lunch break. Later on we met with the Junior
Governing Body who told us about their latest project on improving the playground. It
was clear how much they enjoyed their role on the JGB and valued the responsibility
they had been given.
In the afternoon we visited every classroom and were, as always, very impressed by
everything we saw, including the children's work, their enthusiasm and positive
behaviour, the imaginative lessons and impressive displays. We also watched a video
presentation which showed some of the targeted small group and individual support
given to pupils with additional educational needs.
It was clear throughout the day how keen and proud both the pupils and staff were to tell
us more about their experience of being part of the Ellen Wilkinson community and we
learned a great deal from our visit. Thank you to staff and pupils for making it such an
uplifting experience.
Marie Christie - Chair of Governors

Learning Tips

Maths Tip—Angles
Reading Tip— Make time to read

See if you can spot 10 right angles
on your journey to and back from
school. If your child is in KS2 see if
you can identify
an obtuse and
acute angle too!

Research shows that reading with your child for as little
as 10 minutes a day can significantly boost how well
they do at school. Set aside a regular time every day to
read with your child, whether it’s for 10 minutes when
they get in from school or reading a bedtime story
together. Little and often works best. Ms Burchell

Mr Hanif

Writing
Encourage children to ‘show’ rather than ‘tell’. If a character is happy, what are
they doing/how do they look/feel that proves they are sad. ‘Ms Ferguson beamed at the
children, and her bright eyes sparkled with delight.’
Ms Khan
Wellbeing
Often, life events that are outside our control can damage our mental health, and this
is made worse if we feel powerless to do anything about them. One of the ways we
can re-gain a sense of control and nourish our mental health is to remember 'the five ways to
wellbeing' which have been found in research to improve mental wellbeing in children and
adults.

No Stars of the Week due to learning fair.
There are limited tickets for Half price entry at the London Eye. Please collect from
main school office.
Upcoming Diary Dates
FEBRUARY
Date

Time(s)

Thurs 13th
th

17 – 21

3.30 – 7 p.m.

st

Thurs 27th

2.45 p.m.

Year Group
(s)
All

Details
Parents evening

All

HALF TERM

2

Starfish class assembly

Parent
Event?
YES
YES

MARCH
Date

Time(s)

2nd – 6th
Thurs 5

th

Tues 10th

All Week

Year Group
(s)
All

Details

N/A

All

World Book Day

NO

3-3.45pm

All

Q3 – Parent Fair (Arts Focus)

YES

Classics & Creative Arts Week

Parent
Event?
NO

