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Monday 6 
Maths – The Mystery of the Grand Portrait Gallery – read the text and solve the clues each 

day.  
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English - read the comprehension and complete the questions. 
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Foundation subjects –History - Christopher Columbus  

 

Read the following pages to find out more about Christopher Columbus. Then answer the 

questions in your book. Remember to write your answers as full sentences.  

 

Challenge – if you have access to the internet – can you find any more information about 

Christopher Columbus? Write your own quiz.  

 

 
 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Le ́on Benett  and Sebast iano del Piombo  [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
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When do you think Columbus lived? Where does he fit on the meline?

The Tudors 
(1485 – 1603)

1300 1500 1700 1900 2000

The Victorians 
(1837 – 1901)

1304 - 1369 1564 - 1616 1930 - 2012 1986 – still 
living

1451 - 1506

Christopher Columbus was born in 
1451 in I taly. His father was a 
wool merchant. He was born into a 
time period called the 
Renaissance. Lots of people were 
building new ships to explore 
different parts of the world. 
Columbus’s first trip on the sea was 
when he was 13 years old.
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• Christopher Columbus learnt to sail in a 
wooden ship with sails.

• He learnt to find the way at sea by using the 
stars and the sun.

• He went to live in Portugal and sold maps with 
his brothers.

• He had a dream to travel west and go to China.

Christopher Columbus lived at a me when people in Europe did not know 
that the con nents of North or South America existed!

To follow his dream, Christopher Columbus need money, so the King and 
Queen of Spain gave him money to buy ships. He set sail on 3rd August 

1492 with three ships.

Life on the Ships

The men had no cabins to sleep in, so everyone 
had to sleep on deck. The ships let water in all 
the time, and the men had to work pumps to 
keep the ships afloat!

They were on a voyage into the unknown, they 
did not know where they would land.

How would you feel about this? 
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Photo courtesy of'Columbus_Takin g_Possession' By L. Prang & Co., Boston [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

Christopher Columbus sailed onto Cuba and discovered new lands. They called it The New 
World.

Native Americans lived on the islands, but Christopher Columbus called them Indians 
because he thought he had landed in the ‘Indies’.
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• Christopher Columbus’s biggest 
ship was less than 23m long.

• Before Christopher Columbus 
had been to America, no one 
in Europe had ever tried a 
tomato or potato before.

• The sailors ate stew made from 
salt, meat and bones.

On Christmas night of 1492, one of his ships hit a 
reef and it damaged the ship beyond repair. He 
took the other two ships home, leaving 40 men 
behind. He took some Native Americans home 

with him. He went back to collect his other men, 
but they were all dead when he got there.
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• Christopher Columbus sailed to 
America in 1502 for the fourth time, 
still hoping he would get to China.

• Instead, he ended up in Central 
America.

• His ships had holes in them so he 
had to wait a whole year to sail 
home.

• When he got home he was very ill 
and he died in 1506.

What happened to 
Christopher Columbus?

It is important to note that Christopher Columbus did not discover America, 
but he started regular contact between Europe and America.

The Vikings had landed in America 500 years before (Christopher Columbus 
did not know this).
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What experiences did Columbus and his
sailors encounter?

Imagine you are Columbus returning from your first voyage.

• How would you be feeling?

• What have you discovered?

• What were the conditions on the ship?

On his return to Spain following his first voyage to the New 
World, Columbus’s ship entered a severe storm. He threw a 
report of what they had discovered as a message to the 
Queen of Spain in a sealed bo le that he threw into the sea. 
In fact, Columbus survived and the message was never 
found.

What do you think he wrote in that message?
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Tuesday 6 
Maths - The Mystery of the Grand Portrait Gallery – read the text and solve the clues each 

day. 
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English - read the non-fiction text and complete the questions. 

 

 
 

 

 



Ellen Wilkinson Year 2 Work Pack- Week 6 
 

 

 

Handwriting  
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Foundation subjects – History – Christopher Columbus  

 

Imagine you are Christopher Columbus. You have just been on a voyage and discovered 

strange new lands. What would you write about in your report? How would you describe what 

you have seen?  

 

Write a message in your exercise book to the Queen of Spain telling her all about what you 

have discovered.  
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Wednesday 6 
Maths - The Mystery of the Grand Portrait Gallery – read the text and solve the clues each 

day. 
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English – write a story in your exercise book based on the question below. Remember to use 

punctuation, capital letters, adjectives, adverbs and noun phrases.  
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Handwriting  
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Foundation subjects  

 

 
Dora the Explorer – if you can, watch the movie at home.  

 

Talk to someone at home about healthy foods. Have a look at some food packaging together. 

We should not eat foods that have too much fat, salt or sugar.  

 

 
 

Plan a healthy lunchbox for an explorer. What type of food would you need to include? 

Choose something from each of the food groups. 

 

 

Check the label on 
packaged foods

fr
uit 

potatoes,

dairy,

beans,
oil,

.

. .

.
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Thursday 1 
Maths – In your exercise book, write the 2, 3 and 5 times tables out in full.  
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Thursday 6 
Play snakes and ladders – if you don’t have a dice, cut out the spinner below and poke a pencil 

through the middle.  
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English  

 

Can you spot the common exception words that have been spelt incorrectly? Rewrite the 

paragraphs correctly – adding capital letters and correcting the spelling mistakes.  
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Handwriting  
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Foundation subjects  

 

Geography – in class you have looked at maps and created a jigsaw puzzle of the United 

Kingdom. You have looked in atlases and know how to find things on a map.  

 
 

 

Now think about where you live – can you sketch a map of your road or local area? You can 

use Google Maps to help you. Add as many physical features as possible. Do you have a river 

near you? Is there a park or some woods? What buildings are there? Add as much detail as 

you can and remember your key!  

 

Use this checklist to help you. 

 

 

 



Ellen Wilkinson Year 2 Work Pack- Week 6 
 

 

 

Friday 6 

Maths – Answer in your book  
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Answer on the sheet or copy into your book.  
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English – Creative writing - answer the question below. Remember to use punctuation, capital 

letters, adjectives, adverbs and noun phrases. 
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Handwriting  
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Foundation subjects  

 

Can you label the continents of the World? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ellen Wilkinson Year 2 Work Pack- Week 6 
 

 

 

 


